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POTTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7pm at the Community Centre 

 

Present: Cllrs Dr C. Craig, Mr J. Dollin, Mrs V. Gwilliam (Chairman), Mr J. Hobbs, 
Mr G. Horsfall, Mr A. Inkersole, Mrs C. Leggatt, Ms V. Leggatt-Mead, Mr A. Macdonald, 

Mr D. Norman and Mr A. Zerny. 
 
Absent: Cllr Mr J. Day, Mrs E. Horsfall, Mr J. Price Williams, Mr A. Rauf and CBC Ward 

Cllr Ms T. Wye. 
 

Also present: Eleanor Lovett and Amelia Cary – Claremont Planning, Jade Uko – 
Meeting Place and Matthew Gransbury – Bellway Strategic Land. The Town Clerk and 

four members of the public. 
 

1.  Apologies for Absence 

Formal apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Mr J. Day and Mrs 
E. Horsfall. 

 
2.  Declaration of Interest  

Councillors were reminded that they should declare an interest in any matter 

of personal or prejudicial interest to be discussed at this meeting. 
 

The Chairman reminded that it is a legal requirement for new councillors to 
submit their registerable interests within 28 days of taking up office. 
 

The Town Clerk advised that any amendments to councillors’ interests must 
also be registered within 28 days. 

 
3.  Land North of Myers Road 

The Chairman welcomed the representatives from Bellway Strategic Planning, 

Claremont Planning and Meeting Place. 
 

Ms Uko [Meeting Place] explained that the purpose of attending the meeting 
was pre-application engagement to introduce the principle of the scheme and 
talk through some of the key elements of the emerging proposals. 

 
Mr Gransbury introduced Bellway Strategic Land which is part of Bellway 

Homes. 
 
Ms Lovett [Claremont Planning] mentioned that the Central Bedfordshire 

Council (CBC) Local Plan was adopted in 2021, with a review in 2023 which is 
expected to go to consultation later in Spring 2026. Bellway recognise that 

CBC has a significant housing need that needs to be met through the 
emerging Local Plan and settlements like Potton and across Central 
Bedfordshire will need to accommodate growth to meet the [30,000 homes] 

housing target they will be expected to meet by Central Government. 
 

The vision of the proposed development of approximately 200 homes was 
explained. 

 
The sustainability and biodiversity aspects of the development were explained. 
 

A newsletter will shortly be sent out to 1,200 businesses and residents 
advising of a public consultation on 17th March at the Hall for All. 
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A member made an observation about the CBC Local Plan Call for Sites which 

Mr Gransbury confirmed this site has been included in. The outcome of the 
previous Call for Sites said that the ‘site fails stage 1b, site is poorly related to 
Potton and detached from the settlement’. The member said that nothing has 

changed, and asked what made the developer think that CBC will grant the 
site? 

 
A member mentioned that nothing has changed except that the quarry is 
encroaching on the site far more than it used to. 

 
Mr Gransbury said the Call for Sites the member was referring to, the sites 

were assessed on an individual basis. Bellway has submitted a scheme 
incorporating all of the sites that were previously submitted individually. 

 
A member mentioned the infrastructure in the town, the doctors surgery and 
school are already under pressure and it is only going to get worse with an 

additional 200 houses, the other proposed development on Sandy Road and 
the development currently being built at The Ridgeway. 

 
Ms Uko responded that she speaks to a lot of residents on different 
developments and Potton’s concerns are not unique, there are a lot of towns 

and villages that all have similar concerns. Planning is incredibly complex and 
is a collaborative effort, and we are restricted in terms of both local and 

national policy in what we can deliver. Healthcare provision is controlled by 
the Integrated Care Board (ICB) – they set out what they need, and education 
is set out by the local education authority – in this case CBC who set out what 

future provision they need. CBC could say that they require us to build a new 
school; the ICB could say we need to build a medical provision. Ultimately, 

this site isn’t bigger to trigger that, and then you have also got issues with 
regards to the NHS wanting to operate the medical centre. What they are 
likely to ask for is contributions to whatever they are planning. This is where 

we run into issues with local communities, because although we understand 
those pressures, but they are not something that we can necessarily deliver. 

It was Ms Uko’s opinion that planning legislation should be changed in that 
regard. 
 

Ms Lovett mentioned that they have had a look at what other sites around 
Potton have been asked to deliver in terms of S106 contributions, and it was 

interesting to note that the Sandy Road site had quite large contributions 
towards education. Those monies will be coming forward to Potton Primary 
School and for secondary education it would go toward either Sandy 

Secondary School or potentially towards a new high school, therefore CBC is 
addressing these concerns. Similarly for the NHS, all the schemes in Potton 

have provided sizeable S106 contributions towards health, and those 
contributions have either gone to Potton Medical Practice or the sister surgery 
in Gamlingay. The monies are being paid by the developer at the appropriate 

times, but when they get spent is either down to CBC or the ICB. In the long-
term, through these developments, is how you will see improvements to the 

infrastructure, otherwise there isn’t really the funding available to expand 
delivery for those existing facilities. 

 
Ms Uko said that the town cllrs can influence S106, by working with us to 
suggest changes that you would like to see, robust evidence from the town 

council and stakeholders about what the community wants to see. 
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The Chairman said that the community doesn’t want to see further 

development. The town council has objected to previous development, 
however the wants and wishes of the council and people who live in Potton 
are not considered. The Chairman explained that in excess of 500 houses 

have been built in Potton over and above what it should have had before 
2035. 

 
Mr Gransbury said that Bellway believes that if Potton is to increase housing 
numbers that this is one of the better sites to do that. 

 
A member disagreed that the site is absolutely not. It has taken ten years to 

get improved water infrastructure on Myers Road, which has only just been 
completed and now another 200 houses are about to be built and make 

matters worse. Roads aren’t being fixed, public transport is poor and residents 
can’t get doctors appointments. 
 

A member asked how long the development will take to build? 
 

Mr Gransbury explained that for a site of this size they would build 
approximately 50 units per year. 
 

A member said that would mean another four years of disruption in Potton. 
 

A member commented that the general feeling is that the town will say no. A 
big concern is traffic flow through the Market Square. The town already 
struggles to cope with the volume of traffic. It would be interesting to find out 

what mitigating plans can be considered to take the traffic flow away from the 
Market Square. 

 
Mr Gransbury advised that there will be a highways consultant at the Public 
Consultation event on Tuesday 17th March, where hopefully questions and 

concerns can be answered at that time. 
 

A member suggested a meeting of cllrs should take place in a confidential 
setting to consider what the town council’s approach should be. 
 

It was resolved to hold a town council meeting to consider what the town 
council’s approach should be following the public consultation event. 

 
Ms Lovett advised that they will be holding a session for town cllrs and ward  
cllrs between 3pm and 4pm ahead of the general public event on 17th March. 

 
Ms Uko said that notwithstanding the objection to development across Potton, 

which is noted, the best way is for town cllrs to engage to get what you need 
as much possible. 
 

The Chairman thanked Ms Lovett, Ms Cary, Ms Uko and Mr Gransbury for 
attending the meeting. 

 
Cllr Zerny arrived. 

 
4.  Community Resilience Messaging Trial 

Members were reminded that Mr Nutt – a representative of Bedford and 

District Amateur Radio Club (BADARC) - attended the last meeting of the town 
council to speak on the subject of radio messaging. Mr Nutt was asked to 

provide more information on the small volunteer-led community resilience 
messaging trial, which members noted. 
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The Chairman mentioned that the town council thinks that in the context of a 

complete emergency where mobile masts are down, this would be a good 
route for us to remain connected in the event that we are not able 
communicate. 

 
Mr Nutt spoke more about the purposes of the trial, and explained that if what 

BADARC was proposing didn’t fit with what the town council has in mind, 
conversations could take place to see how BADARC could assist. For example, 
they would need to know how the town council would expect to communicate 

in a situation (if voice, data, internet and encryption needs). 
 

Mr Nutt showed an example of the equipment BADARC uses. 
 

The Chairman suggested that if the trial works it can be added to the town 
council’s emergency plan. 
 

The Chairman proposed that the town council goes ahead with the Community 
Resilience Messaging Trial. 

 
Mr Nutt asked if the town council will approach Anglian Water to ask if the 
communication equipment could be installed on the water tower on Hatley 

Road. 
 

It was resolved for i. the town council to support the Community Resilience 
Messaging Trial. ii. the Town Clerk to contact Anglian Water to enquire if the 
communication equipment could be installed on the water tower on Hatley 

Road. 
 

The Chairman thanked Mr Nutt for attending the meeting and asked him to 
keep the town council informed of progress. 
 

5.  Public Participation Session 
The Chairman asked if members of the public had any questions and if 

members had any questions from the public for the town council. 
 
A member mentioned the recent correspondence about how glass collections 

will change and asked when the bottle banks will be removed from Brook End 
Car Park, which will provide an additional car park space? 

 
The Town Clerk advised that the bottle banks will be in use until 31st March. 
 

Cllr Zerny advised that home bottle collections officially commence in Potton 
on Friday 10th April, however glass can be put in recycling bins now and it will 

be processed. 
 
The Chairman mentioned that Potton Primary School booked an outside 

company to perform a pantomime for them, but unfortunately the company 
has gone into liquidation and lost the deposit. Members of the PTFA have 

started a GoFundMe to try to raise the monies again and have so far raised 
£390 of the required £600 to be able to book a different company. 

 
A member made an observation that Potton Playhouse used to perform 
pantomimes at the school regularly. 

 
The Chairman proposed that, if at the end of the GoFundMe the £600 target  

isn’t reached, the town council helps the PTFA to achieve the amount from the 
General Power of Competence (GPC) budget. 
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It was resolved i. that the town council will help the Potton Primary School 

PTFA achieve its £600 target from the GPC budget, if required. ii. Cllr Gwilliam 
will contact the Deputy Head at Potton Primary School to advise of the 
decision. 

 
6.  Minutes of Potton Town Council 

The minutes of the previous meetings held on 6th January 2026, which had 
been previously circulated, were approved and signed as a true and accurate 
record. 

 
7.  Minutes of Town Council Committees and groups where a Cllr(s) 

is(are) appointed by the town council 
Town Council accepted and adopted the minutes and all recommendations 

contained from the following Town Council Committees: 
 
• Planning Committee – 6th January and 27th January, and 10th February 

2026  – approved. 
• Potton Youth Council – 12th January 2026 – approved. 

• Events Committee – 12th January 2026 – approved. 
• Management Committee – 27th January 2026 – approved. 
• Environment Committee – 24th February 2026 – approved. 

 
8.  Central Bedfordshire Council HGV Ban 

Members noted the results of the traffic checks will be considered at the 
meeting of the CBC Traffic Management Committee on 31st March 2026. 
 

9.  Sandy Road Crossing Speed Check Data 
Members noted that the last speed check survey undertaken by CBC was in 

November 2023 and the results thereof. 
 
A member mentioned that there are currently surveys in place on Myers Road 

and Everton Road. 
 

Cllr Zerny advised that CBC is collecting vehicle information in respect of the 
CBC HGV ban traffic checks. 
 

10.  Update on Proposed New Settlement in Tempsford 
Members noted the update on the proposed new settlement in Tempsford. 

 
Cllr Zerny advised that the MHCLG [Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government] will be releasing their initial viability reports at some point 

during March, followed by a brief public consultation organised by the 
government, as they are hoping to give the final go ahead by the end of May. 

 
The Chairman asked Cllr Zerny if the proposed new settlement in Tempsford 
will fill CBC’s housing shortfall? 

 
Cllr Zerny responded by saying that this remains to be decided, however CBC 

doesn’t have any [housing] shortfall, but has been unable to demonstrate a 
five year supply of housing at planning hearings. It is a piece of planning data 

they have to provide, but it is entirely out of their hands. If developers get 
outline planning permission and then decide not to build, the Council can’t 
prove a five year supply of housing. It is possible that the government could 

say that the number of houses being built at Tempsford could come out of the 
Council’s Local Plan target. 

 



6 

The Chairman asked if this could then give the town council a bit more weight 

in saying what happens on Myers Road, because whether the town council or 
populous objects or not, the last two developments have been granted 
permission? 

 
The consensus was that it would be unlikely. 

 
A member mentioned that he hoped the town council’s Neighbourhood Plan 
will influence developers to bring benefits to the community. 

 
The Chairman pointed out that Potton is getting a disproportionate amount of 

new housing. 
 

Every new development means more traffic coming through the town. 
 
A member asked when the proposed development North of Myers Road would 

be built if granted permission? 
 

Cllr Zerny advised that he had met with the developer on Monday 2nd March 
and recommend to them that they should approach the council and police to 
understand what it is adjacent to the proposed development, and to 

reconsider pausing their public engagement long enough to meet with CBC’s 
Gypsy & Traveller Officers to understand the full picture, but the developer 

wasn’t prepared to wait, which suggests that they want to move quickly. 
 
Cllr Zerny’s opinion was that this application would not be straight forward. 

Firstly the quarry is next door, albeit moving slightly further away. There are 
always access issues and because of the height on the Eastern edge of the 

site, they would have to make the access further out on the edge of Potton. 
 
A member mentioned that the quarry traffic is also an issue. 

 
A member asked when the Tempsford development will start if approved? 

 
Cllr Zerny advised that they are very eager to move. The government is 
desperate to show that they have got anywhere near the 1.5 million homes 

target. 
 

The member stated that the Black Cat improvements on the A1 are due to 
come to an end, but now residents will now face more disruption if the 
Tempsford settlement goes ahead. 

 
Cllr Zerny said that a representative from the DfT [Department for Transport] 

was present at the meeting he had with the government. The DfT have raised 
the point that there is a lot of developments on the A1 corridor and they are 
not being kept informed. 

 
11.  Reports from Central Bedfordshire Councillors 

The Chairman invited reports from Central Bedfordshire councillors. 
 

Cllr Wye was not present. 
 
Cllr Zerny said that he had spoken about items on the agenda, and was happy 

to answer further questions. 
 

A member asked what is Cllr Zerny’s assessment of the proposed 200 house 
on Land North of Myers Road. 
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Cllr Zerny said that planning permission is not clear cut. There are a number 

of things that could potentially be a sufficient issue for CBC to refuse the 
application. 
 

The member asked if there is a way to work with the developer so that if they 
do get planning permission, the town council can influence benefits to the 

community? 
 
Cllr Zerny advised that when it comes to the community benefits, it will 

depend upon what the perceived need is. Local schools, roads, doctors 
surgery and sport clubs could benefit from any S106 agreement. 

 
A member raised that he had forwarded an email from Potton Green Wheel 

with respect to the Sheepwalk bridge. PGW has been advised that there is no 
money left in this year’s budget and there won’t be enough money in next 
year’s budget. The PGW were told by a CBC Officer that they had received a 

final quote of £90,000. 
 

Cllr Zerny advised that the bridge will be built as the money was provided by 
via the S106 by the developer and hopes that it will be built during the course 
of the next year. 

 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Zerny for his report. 

 
12.  Future management of Brook End Car Park 

Members were asked to consider the proposal for the management of car park 

charging and enforcement at Brook End Car Park. 
 

Members discussed the car park and how the car park is abused by local 
businesses and residents. 
 

It was suggested to have two hours free parking so it is line with parking in 
the Market Square and allows people to pop into the doctors surgery or shop 

in the town. 
 
A member asked the Town Clerk if the rateable value will change if the car 

park is generating revenue for the town council? 
 

The Town Clerk confirmed the rateable value will change. Currently the town 
council pays approximately £4,000 per year for the car park (roughly £100 
per parking space). 

 
A member asked if CBC could manage the car park? 

 
The Town Clerk advised that CBC manages the Market Square parking, and 
other car parks in the local area (e.g. Biggleswade), but they will not take on 

any new car parks. 
 

A member asked if town council staff would be able to park for free? 
 

The Town Clerk confirmed that the town council can create a ‘white list’ of 
vehicle registrations that will be able to park in the car park with the times 
they are permitted to park. 

 
A member suggested that the town council will get complaints from residents 

because the only way to park will be by using an app on a mobile phone. 
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A member of the public interjected that his elderly mother would not be able 

to cope with paying for parking using an app. 
 
It was suggested that parking can be paid for by a phone app or by calling a 

number to pay. 
 

Cllr Zerny advised that all of the car parks in Central Bedfordshire have a 
number to call. 
 

Cllr Zerny pointed out that a lot of anger in Sandy when they changed the car 
park rules and aggression direct against town councillors. 

 
Cllr Zerny advised the town council to explain the car park issue on the 

website/social media, set out various options and invite comments from the 
community which will garner a much more balanced view from the public and 
even some good ideas. This could avoid an angry backlash from the public. 

 
A member mentioned the vehicles that avoid paying to park in the car park 

will push the problem onto local roads in the town, and asked how this will be 
dealt with? 
 

The Town Clerk suggested that permit schemes could be offered by Central 
Bedfordshire Council, e.g. for the residents who live in the cottages on Brook 

End. 
 
The Chairman proposed that the town council instructs Ezee Park with the first 

two hours free. 
 

The Town Clerk suggested that the town council needs to consider the charges 
after the first two hours of free parking, residents who park in the car park all 
the time and employees of businesses who currently can park free of charge. 

 
It was suggested to form a Working Group to consider a proposal for the car 

park. 
 
The Chairman asked for volunteers to sit on the Working Group. 

 
It was resolved to set up a Working Group with Cllrs Craig, Gwilliam, Hobbs 

and G. Horsfall. 
 

13.  Henry Smith Playing Fields – Electricity and Water 

Members were asked to consider the quotations to install an electricity and 
water supply to Henry Smith Playing Fields. 

 
The Town Clerk mentioned that UK Power Networks will dig the first 43 metres 
of trench, and then a contractor will need to be employed to dig the additional 

160 metres. If the trench is being dug for the electricity, the water pipe 
should be put in at the same time. 

 
A member of the public asked where the water will drain to? Does it drain into 

the Brook or the ground? 
 
Portaloos are supplied for events. Members were unsure where other water 

goes. 
 

It was suggested to add the project to the S106 wish list. 
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A member suggested that considering the significant cost to hire generators 

for events held in HSPF, it would be prudent to have the electricity installed. 
 
A member asked if there would be any maintenance costs to consider? 

 
The Town Clerk advised that there would be a standing charge. It could be 

possible to have a tariff with no standing charge, but there would be a higher 
charge for the electricity use. 
 

A member proposed that the electricity supply is installed as soon as possible, 
as soon as the budget is available to carry out the work. 

 
It was resolved to install an electricity supply to Henry Smith Playing Fields 

at a cost of £11,822.50 for UKPN (UK Power Networks) for the first 43 metres, 
£8,742.95 for a further 150 metres by 1st Response Fire and Electrical Ltd 
and addition costs for cabinets and groundworks. 

 
14.  Finance 

i. Verify Bank Reconciliations against statement 1st December – 
31st December 2025. 
Members proceeded to go through the Bank Reconciliations. 

 
It was resolved that the Bank Reconciliation for 1st December – 31st 

December 2025 be approved. 
 

ii. To receive an income and expenditure by budget heading report 

showing progress against the budget 2025/2026 at the end of 
December 2025. 

Members proceeded to go through the detailed statement of income and 
expenditure against budget. 

 

It was resolved to approve the detailed statement of income and 
expenditure against budget for the period to 31st December 2025.  

 
iii. Verify Bank Reconciliations against statement 1st January – 31st 

January 2026. 

Members proceeded to go through the Bank Reconciliation. 
 

It was resolved that the Bank Reconciliation for 1st January – 31st 
January 2026 be approved. 
 

iv. To receive an income and expenditure by budget heading report 
showing progress against the budget 2025/2026 at the end of 

January 2025. 
Members proceeded to go through the detailed statement of income and 
expenditure against budget. 

 
It was resolved to approve the detailed statement of income and 

expenditure against budget for the period to 31st January 2026. 
 

v. Grant funding from the General Power of Competence 
Members were asked to consider awarding a grant from the GPC to 
Potton Show Committee for their event on 12th and 13th September 

2026. 
 

It was noted that £500 was awarded to Potton Show Committee for the 
2025 Show at the town council meeting on 6th May 2025. 
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Members also noted the Town Clerk’s suggestion to increase the grant 

to at least double of what the town council contributed last year. 
 
It was resolved to award £1,250 to Potton Show Committee for the 

2026 Show. 
 

15.  Town Council Chairman’s Community Celebration 
Members noted that the Community Celebration is on Tuesday 14th April 
2026, and that an invitation to all town councillors was emailed on 6th 

February. 
 

The Chairman requested that those members who haven’t responded please 
RSVP as soon as possible (no later that 17th March 2026). 

 
16.  Proposed Bi-Monthly Street Food Event 

Members were asked to consider the proposal for holding a bi-monthly street 

food event in Potton at Mill Lane Recreation Ground. 
 

Members discussed the benefits of hold the event, following the cessation of 
the Four Seasons Markets. 
 

It was resolved to hold bi-monthly street food events at Mill Lane Recreation 
Ground. 

 
17.  Potton Youth Club 

At the last meeting it was resolved to support the proposal a Youth Club in the 

town. 
 

Members noted the policies provided by the provider. 
 
It was resolved to go ahead with a Youth Club in Potton.  

 
18.  Road Names – Potton History Society 

Members were asked to consider correspondence from Chris Miles of the 
History Society with regards to proposed street names for the development 
North of Sandy Road, Potton. 

 
Members noted the background information provided as follows: 

 
In October 1944, a crew flying a Stirling aircraft on a test flight over Potton, having taken off from 

Tempsford, encountered a big problem in that the aircraft broke into two pieces. 

 

It is reported that despite facing imminent death, the pilot wrestled the front fuselage of the plane 

away from Potton School and saved countless schoolchildren’s lives. 

 

The exact crash location is not clear but it is believed it came down between Nursery Close and PJ 

Arnolds as a photograph in the Potton History Archive shows the wreckage and the cemetery gate 

opposite with Sandy Road in between, but it may possibly have been moved to this position. As 

recently as 2024, I was contacted by a walker, who when he crossed the newly ploughed field 

found bits of metal, glass and thick Perspex which probably came from this crash. 

 

So, to honour these brave men, some of the names I would like the Town Council to consider are: 

Levy, Atkinson, Coveney, Kelly, Stigger, Stirling, Crew. 
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It was proposed that in principal ‘Levy’ [the name of the pilot] and ‘Stirling’ 

[the name of the aircraft] could be put forward for street names for the 
development North of Sandy Road, depending on how many road names are 
required. 

 
19.  Twinning Proposition – Potton, Canada 

Members considered a twinning proposition from the Mayor of the Township of 
Potton, Quebec, Canada. 
 

It was suggested that rather than starting a new twinning, it would be nice to 
resurrect the twinning with Langenlonsheim. 

 
It was noted that there are two schools in Potton, Quebec - one French 

speaking and one English speaking – which would be a good connection with 
Potton’s schools. 
 

Cllr Inkersole advised that he would consult with Potton Primary School. 
 

It was resolved to pursue the twinning proposition with Potton, Canada. 
 
The Chairman mentioned that she has already made contact and has received 

a very nice response. 
 

A member mentioned that there is also a town of Sutton in Quebec and could 
therefore potentially involve Sutton, Bedfordshire. 
 

Members were reminded that Potton twinned with Langenlonsheim in May 
1986, and that the Events Committee will be considering commemorating this 

at the meeting in May 2026. 
 

20.  Items for the next meeting agenda 

Members were asked to submit items for the next meeting agenda to the 
Town Clerk by 21st April. 

 
21.  Date of the next meeting  

Members noted that an Extra-Ordinary meeting of the Town Council will take 

place on Monday 16th March 2026, following a meeting of the Planning 
Committee at 7pm in the Community Centre. 

 
Cllr Macdonald gave his apologies for the Town Council meeting on Monday 
16th March 2026. 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Town Council is on Tuesday 5th May 2026, 

following a meeting of the Planning Committee at 7pm in the Community 
Centre. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.55pm. 
 

 
Signed:  ...............................................................  Date:  ............................... 

 Chairman 
 

Mission Statement 

 
The aim of Potton Town Council is to serve the people of this town to the best of its 

ability. 


