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Chairman’s message

Hello and welcome to the
February 2026 edition of the Town
Council quarterly newsletter.
‘Happy New Year to you alll | hope you
all had a fabulous festive season and
that 2026 is a great year for you and
our community. Firstly the last few
months have been a busy time, with
lots of events going on.

Darlow laying a wreath at
the war memorial

Photo credit: Roz Smith

Past Events

Our Remembrance Sunday Parade

was, as always, a wonderful event and

it was a pleasure to welcome Deputy
Lieutenant Martin Darlow, who is a
former Potton Resident, to our town.
Martin was very impressed at how many
of you came out and joined the parade
to the Cemetery, and he returned to
attend our Christmas Lights Switch-On.

Photo credit: Roz Smith

Photo credit: Matthew Ayres
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In November it was great to see so
many people of all different ages
participate and make a contribution to
making part of the mosaic at the two
mosaic community workshops. Read
the Mosaic Trail article on page 8.

Chairman’s message
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Chairman’s message

The final Seasonal Market was held in
December. The quarterly Four Seasons
Markets have always been a feature of
the town’s calendar for in excess of 15
years, but attendance by traders and
customers has slowly dwindled. The
decision to not continue the market
wasn’'t taken lightly and we are really
grateful to the traders who have
attended the markets over the years.

We are hoping to have a Street Food
event in the Summer, and other events
throughout the year; look out for
announcements on the town council’s
social media, website and newsletters.
Local groups and organisations may
wish to arrange fundraising activities
on the Market Square by contacting
Central Bedfordshire Council.

| was lucky enough to be part of the

Elf Squad escorting Father Christmas
around the town, shortly before
Christmas. | will admit that it is one of
the most fun things that | take part in! It
is always wonderful to see the children’s

faces. Again, big thanks to the rest of
the EIf Squad and Santa’s Support Crew
on his sleigh. As ever, the community
gave generously to our collection and in
excess of £300 was raised, which goes
directly back to the Christmas Lights.
Thank you for your support!

| attended the Christmas Service of
Carols and the Christmas Story at St
Mary’s on Sunday 21st December. It was
a lovely service, and it was amazing to
see how well attended it was - there
was little room left in the Church.

| would like to extend a huge ‘Thank
you’ to all our volunteers who gave
their Sundays to put up and take down
the Christmas lights in the Market
Sqguare. Without their support, we
would not have such a spectacular
display for our annual lights switch on.
Of course, new volunteers are always
welcome, so please keep an eye on the
town council’s website and social media
for dates. Read the Christmas Lights
article on page 10.
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Town Council Budget

The Town Council is funded through a
small portion of the Council Tax known
as a precept and by income it generates.
In January, Potton Town Council held

a meeting of the full Town Council,
where the 2026-27 budget and precept
was set. It was voted to increase the
council tax by 5%, to ensure a fiscally
responsible budget. Potton Town Council
increased its Band D by £0.79 per month
or £9.42 per year. We are committed

to maintaining our existing services to
support Potton residents, and part of the
increase in council tax is so that a weekly
youth club can be provided in Potton
from September 2026.

Future Events

Hopefully you will join me at the Annual
Town Meeting on the 24th March. Read
the Annual Town Meeting article on
page 6.

There is always a lot going on in our
vibrant community - do look out for
forthcoming events especially as it is a
Party on Potton Big Weekend year.

If you are new to Potton, this is a
biannual event organised by the Party
On Potton Charity over four days of the
August Bank Holiday weekend. Look
out for further updates throughout the
coming months.

Hopefully, we are over the worst of
the cold weather that we have had
since New Year. It will not be long until
the days start to get longer and Spring
is in sight.

With all good wishes for 2026.

ik

CllIr Vicki Gwilliam
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Your meeting. Your town.

Annual Town Meeting
Tuesday 24th March at 7pm

The Annual Town Meeting will be
held by Potton Town Council at the
Community Centre, Brook End on
Tuesday 24th March at 7pm. It is a
chance for residents to talk to their
town council about issues of concern
in Potton.

Chairman, Clir Vicki Gwilliam will speak
about what has been achieved in the
year, what is planned for the future and
answer questions.

£POTTON

=~ TOWN COUNCIL

Members of the public may address
the meeting and raise any issues they

feel should be considered in the future.

If you wish to participate, please
contact the Town Clerk at
enquiries@pottontowncouncil.gov.uk
by 9am on Monday 23rd March giving
your name and address.

So come along, meet the people who
represent your views and tell them how
well you think they are doing and what
you feel should be their next priority.

This is your meeting about your town.
Please join us!
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Town Council Information

For enquiries regarding the following: Cemetery, Allotments, Henry Smith
Playground, Mill Lane Playground, Recreation Fields, Public Conveniences, Brook
End Car Park, Mill Lane Pavilion and Community Centre, or if you wish to contact
a member of staff please email enquiries@pottontowncouncil.gov.uk or call
01767 260086 and leave a message.

You can find lots of information on the Town Council website:
www.pottontowncouncil.gov.uk or 1 @PottonTownCouncil or [1 @pottoncouncil

Town Council Meetings

Tuesday 3rd March and Tuesday 5th May 2026
Visit: www.pottontowncouncil.gov.uk/agendaminutes for more information.

Town Councillors

07572 878127 Carol Leggatt 260001

Charles Craig

John Day 07986 124440 Val Leggatt-Mead 07907 845467
John Dollin 07798 674864 Angus Macdonald 262006
Vicki Gwilliam 07958 981602 Dan Norman 260643
John Hobbs 260710 Jonathan Price Williams 07981 350359

07467 074741
0300 300 8540

Emma Horsfall 07957 534688 Abdul Rauf
Guy Horsfall 07957 319520 Adam Zerny
Andrew Inkersole 261966

For more details on each of the councillors, please visit Www.pottontowncouncil.gov.uk/who-we-are
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Funded by

UK Government Bedfordshire

bk

POTTON
HALL FOR ALL

Mosaic Trail

s —
In the October 2025 edition of the newsletter we advised that further projects will We":“:leF:’rZ‘::mn
be funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and Rural England Prosperity Fund m,,mbf:w,wwmm
and that included a mosaic trail. The mosaic was designed and handcrafted by - ‘ B .. i o penerand
www.pottonhallforall.org.uk Visit provide a spac that works or ever'!

Claire Costello, a professional mosaic artist, in collaboration with local organisations
and the wider community. Following the workshops Claire will complete final
assembly, grouting, and finishing in her studio and It is planned installation will be
completed in the Spring.

Venue Hire & Booking m

our website and discover how
Potton Hall for All is bringing the
community together.

Opened in March 2025, our modern, fully accessible community hall was created
for everyone - from local clubs and classes to conferences, celebrations and events.
Our main hall is ideal for children’s parties with plenty of space to run around and
fit in your bouncy castle! The new website makes it easy to find out what’s on,
make a booking, explore our flexible spaces, and get involved.

Photo credits: Claire Costello & Alec Gallagher
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Photos credit: Matthew Ayres
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What do you think about Potton?

We would like to thank everyone who participated in the Town Centre User
Benchmarking surveys during Autumn 2025.

Over 500 surveys were submitted. This means we can now compare with the figures
from the previous surveys in 2021, 2019 and 2017 to see what has changed. We can
also compare the results from Potton with other towns in Central Bedfordshire:
Ampthill, Biggleswade, Dunstable, Flitwick, Houghton Regis, Leighton Buzzard,
Potton, Sandy and Shefford.

The findings highlighted here are just a summary of the full report which you can view
at the bottom of the Neighbourhood Plan page of the town council website:
www.pottontowncouncil.gov.uk/n-plantown-plan

N -

Retail offer & v
customer service

The Retail offer in Potton (36%)
has remained steady over time

and is now the highest after
Ampthill (41%) and far stronger

than Biggleswade (11%) and the
national average score (22%).

Cafés and restaurants /

Cafés and restaurants show
strong long-term
improvement. (From 30% in
2017 to 59% in 2025). Potton
is now placed just behind the
bigger towns of Ampthill and
Leighton Buzzard.
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BUTCHERS

A\

Convenience & v
ease of walking

Convenience and walkability remain
core strengths of the town centre.
Potton performs strongly at 66%

for access to services and 74% for
convenience, matching or exceeding
most towns except Houghton Regis.
This confirms Potton’s role as a reliable
everyday service centre for residents.

©

Physical v
appearance

Potton has the highest

score of all towns in Central
Bedfordshire (79%), well above
the national average (45%) and
significantly ahead of all nearby
towns such as Biggleswade
(50%), and Sandy (15%). This
hasn’t changed since 2017.

m—

1]

Cleanliness v

Potton consistently leads
the way in cleanliness
(63%) beating both
Sandy and Biggleswade
who scored below 40%.
This figure has remained
steady since 2017 and
beats the national
average by some way.

=

Car parking X
dissatisfaction has
increased from

44% in 2019 to

72% in 2025 and

is now the biggest
negative issue.
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Plastic Free Potton

Author: Rebecca Beattie

The first plastic free town accreditation
in Bedfordshire was recently awarded to
Shefford after many years work by the
group Sustainable Shefford and, having
been involved with some of that work,
I've been inspired to try and do the same
for Potton. It feels like natural progression
from the work we’ve done with Potton
Recycling to build on that and make
efforts to reducing single use plastic in all
our lives. I'm hopeful there are plenty of
local residents who are willing to come
with me on this journey too?!

What do we mean by ‘plastic free’
though? Plastic is used for anything

and everything, and of course not all
plastic is bad. The problem starts when
it's avoidable - used for a moment

and then thrown away. Thanks to big
business endlessly pushing it on us,

we’re caught in a single use plastic trap
and it’s choking the planet. Plastic in the
environment breaks down into smaller
and smaller pieces called micro plastics
and nano plastics. These tiny particles
enter the food chain, water supplies, the
atmosphere and our bodies. With only 9%
of plastic being recycled globally we know
now that only by changing our habits and

reducing our use of single use plastic are
we going to get out of this mess.

Of course Potton is already very eco
friendly - with many local initiatives. For
example, I've loved seeing the reusable
drinks glasses produced for Party on
Potton! Some of you may remember
many years ago when local residents
signed up for Plastic Free Potton and
they focussed on reducing plastic

bags by delivering every household

in Potton with a cotton bag printed
‘Cotton for Potton’. This is the power of
grassroots movements driving change
that eventually becomes socially
normal - nowadays we think nothing of
taking our reusable bags when we go
shopping. I'm hoping we can all join in
and find new ways to reduce single use
plastic in our community.

If you want to read more about
this the main website is
www.plasticfree.org.uk.

If you have an idea or want to

get involved please get in touch
via Potton Town Council or

come along to the next council
Environment Committee meeting
on Tuesday 24th February at 7pm
in the Community Centre.
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Join Potton’s New Nature Watch!

Authors: Clir Charles Craig

Are you passionate about the natural
world on our doorstep? Do you enjoy

seeing the signs of nature and changing

seasons as you walk around Potton?

We're considering forming an informal,
resident-led group dedicated to
observing, and recording the wildlife
that make our town and surrounding
countryside so special - and we'd love
you to be part of it.

Everyone is welcome and you don’t need
to be an expert - simply someone who
appreciates a good countryside stroll.

Our aim is to build a clearer picture

of local wildlife, and celebrate what
we have, share and enjoy photos and
help build a community wildlife record.
Observations - big or small - all help to
build a picture about our local wildlife
and in some cases point to how we
might give it a helping hand.

If you'd like to get involved, stay
updated, or simply show your
support, please email charles.
craig@pottontowncouncil.gov.

uk to register an interest. In the
coming months we hope to
arrange a meeting for those who
expressed an interest and hope
to see many of you there.

Let’s enjoy Potton’s natural beauty
together - and help protect it.
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Your local environment

I 4

7 A

The importance of Potton’s *
flowering borders for nature

Authors: Clir John Day and Dave Buckingham »

Those who regularly visit Henry Smith
Playing Fields should have noticed last
Summer’s strip of flowers alongside the
Millennium Path. Their sowing was first
reported in the July 2023 newsletter
and as with all newly created flower
areas, establishment is slow. It is usually
from the second year onwards they
gradually come into their own. Not only
was this noted by visitors last Summer
but also by the many wild pollinating
insects it attracted.

Wild pollinators such as social and
solitary bees and wasps, hoverflies,
butterflies, and moths to name

but a few are in serious decline for
many reasons, including habitat loss,
pesticides and pollution. They are
responsible for over 75% of food
pollination, compared to around 25%
from domestic Honey Bees. Providing
new areas of flowers in our towns, cities
and rural areas help give these insects
a lifeline.

The flowering strip in Henry Smith
Playing Fields attracted a huge number
of different species such as bees,
hoverflies, ichneumons and sawflies

to feed on the super abundance of
flowers. These insects breed in suitable
nearby habitat and the flower strips
provide an important source of food in
their life cycles.

+« “%

Most are regarded as beneficial to
agriculture, gardens and natural
habitats. Many are pollinators and
there were significant numbers of pest
regulators (aphid-feeding hoverflies,
parasitic ichneumon wasps). There was
one agricultural pest taking advantage
of the flowers: Turnip Sawflies were
present in huge numbers. Some of

the ichneumons (still not identified

to species) may be responsible for
regulating sawfly populations.

Many of the bee species require dry,
bare ground, where they can dig their
nest burrows. A number of the scarcer
species were specialists that nest in
sandy ground: notably Pantaloon Bees,
Long-faced Furrow-bees and at least
three species of Blood-bees. Pantaloon
Bees get their name from the big,

bushy pollen brushes on their hind legs,

resembling bulbous pantaloons. We
have these sandy ground specialists
because Potton is on the Bedfordshire
Greensands. It is likely that these bees
are nesting in nearby field edges,
gardens and road verges, where the
bare sandy ground is exposed.
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This site is one of five others in Potton
that have been created or are being
managed for pollinators. They have all
been registered on the Buglife B-Lines
project map. B-lines are a series of
‘insect pathways’ throughout our towns
and countryside where communities
and organisations are creating stepping
stones linking existing areas together
like a national rail network. This
provides areas of brand new habitat
benefitting pollinating insects and a
host of other wildlife.

Photo credlt WlII George

(it

Wildflowers in Henry Smith Playing Fields
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Tracey Wye
Independent Central Bedfordshire
councillor for Potton

Tel: 0300 300 8528
tracey.wye@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Update from Central
Bedfordshire Councillor
Tracey Wye

Bedfordshire

Adam Zerny
Independent Central Bedfordshire
councillor for Potton

Tel: 0300 300 8540
adam.zerny@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Your new bus route
to Cambridge

Hop on the new X75
from Biggleswade, Sandy
and Potton

New X75 Bus Service to Cambridge - A Real Win for Potton

It was with great excitement | got up
really early on 5th January - not only
because there was snow on the ground,
but because it was the first day of the
new X75 bus service to Cambridge.

When the bus pulled up at the Market
Square, | was delighted to see people
already on board having got on in
Biggleswade and Sandy.

And for just £3 | was soon heading to
the heart of Cambridge. | was off to
Fitzbillies with my son for breakfast;
others on the bus were travelling to

college or making onward connections.

Passengers who are under 19 have an
additional benefit: they can apply for
a free Young Person’s (YP) Card from
Central Bedfordshire Council, which
allows them to travel for just £1 on all
journeys which start or end in Central
Bedfordshire.

The new route is such great news for

our area; it is a much-needed public
transport link to Cambridge and all the
opportunities the city offers whether that
is work, education, shopping or leisure.
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The first weekday service arrives at
Drummer Street bus station at around
7.40am which gives plenty of time for
onward travel for work or college.

The route also provides improves

our choices to get to Sandy and
Biggleswade, and links with the train
stations, and it opens up a car-free
option to visit Wimpole Hall, something a
number of people have also welcomed.

For me, it was just so nice to get into
the city centre in less time than the
park and ride, and far more cheaply
than parking in the city centre.

The service is operated by A2B Travel
and offers several journeys each way,
Monday to Saturday. It feels like a
personal victory for me as | have been
lobbying Central Bedfordshire Council
for improved links to Cambridge for
many years. | am grateful that the
service is being supported through
funding from the Government’s

Potton Town Council - February 2026 News

Bus Service Improvement Plan, but
continued success will depend on
people using it.

The council’s bus subsidies are under
constant pressure, and services only
survive if they are well supported.
Every ticket sold helps give Potton,
Wrestlingworth and our neighbouring
towns and villages value, sustainable,
accessible and affordable public
transport.

| truly hope the X75 becomes the first
choice for travelling to Cambridge.
By using it, we are not only opening
up opportunities for non-drivers and
reducing traffic on our roads, but also
helping to secure the future of this
much-needed service.

For full timetable and route details, and
to apply for a YP Card, please visit:
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/bus

See X75 timetables overleaf.
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Biggleswade - Sandy - Potton - Wimpole - Cambridge

Monday to Saturday, not public holidays NS

Biggleswade, Interchange (A) 06:28 09:58 13:23 15:58
Biggleswade, Bus Station (B) 06:30 10:00 13:25 16:00
Sandy, Market Square 06:42 10:12 13:37 16:12
Potton, Market Square 06:50 10:20 13:45 16:20
Wrestlingworth, The Slade 07:00 10:30 13:55 16:30
Tadlow, opp High Street 07:05 10:35 14:00 16:35
Wimpole, Cambridge Road 07:13 10:43 14:08 16:43
Barton, Holben Close 07:22 10:50 14:15 16:50
Newnham, Grange Road 07:28 10:55 14:20 16:55

Cambridge, Drummer Street bus station (4) 07:40 11:04 14:29 17:07

Cambridge - Wimpole - Potton - Sandy - Biggleswade

Monday to Saturday, not public holidays Hol SatS

Cambridge, Drummer Street bus station (4) 08:40 - 19:15 14100 17:15
Newnham, opp Grange Road 08:49 - 11:24 14:49 17:29
Barton, opp Holben Close 08:54 - 11:29 14:54 17:34
Wimpole, Cambridge Road 09:01 - 11:36: 15:01. 17:41
Tadlow, High Street 09:09 09:09 11:44 15:09 17:49
Wrestlingworth, opp The Slade 09:14 09:14 11:49 15:14 17:54
Potton, Market Square 09:24 09:24 11:59 15:24 18:04
Sandy, Market Square 09:32 09:32 12:07 15:32 18:12
Biggleswade, Bus Station (B) 09:47 09:47 12:22 15:47 18:27
Biggleswade, Interchange (A) 09:49 09:49 12:24 15:49 18:29

Hol - Bourn Primary Holiday weekdays only / NS - Does not run on a Saturday /
SatS - Saturdays and Bourn Primary school days only

Potton’s garden waste collections will resume on

Friday 27th February 2026, and Central Bedfordshire Council
will align with the Government’s Simpler Recycling scheme
which requires glass bottles and jars to be collected from
the kerbside from 3l1st March 2026. Find out more by visiting
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/2/waste_and_
recycling/1200/glass_collection_and_glass_recycling
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News from St Mary’s”

Author: David Tall

Photo credit: Matthew Ayres

We held the Annual Baby Loss rememlbrance service on 12th October, followed by
the All Souls Service on 2nd November and rounded off our commemorations with
the Rector leading the town’s Remembrance Day Service on 9th November.

We provided a full programme of well supported Christingles, Carol Services,
Concerts, Midnight Mass and Christmas Day Services throughout the Benefice
and we were pleased to support the town’s Christmas Lights Switch On and
December’s Seasonal Market, whilst 12 people made up our choir to sing carols in
the town’s pubs!! One of the highlights was providing Christmas lunch and tea for
25 people in the Church Hall on Christmas Day.

Details of our services can be found in the fortnightly, Benefice-wide, free
newsletter, The Link. You can be added to the list of Link readers by contacting
benefice.com@gmail.com. Meanwhile, we have started our six week course under
the Start! banner, which lasts about an hour to help attendees explore their faith.

Our Open the Book Team visited Potton Primary School on 8th December to read
and perform the Nativity and we are thrilled that our monthly Family and Friends
service continues to provide such a wide variety of activities. Friends and Family
are held on the first Sunday of every month except for August and January.

Our Link Café celebrated its second birthday in September and remains a huge
success. We hold it from 10am to Tom on the last Saturday of the month in the
Community Centre. It has been a joy to see so many people supporting it.

Our magnificent Events Team have great plans for 2026 and these are
posted regularly on our website www.pottonparishchurch.org (Calendar) or
Twitter @StMarysPotton.

We are here for you. Need support? Please contact alex.wheatley.rector@
gmail.com or call 01767 764062. Please also remember you do not need to
be a church goer to ask for any help.

We ask that you keep the many troubled areas of the world in your prayers.
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Potton Community Agent News (S 3EE RIS (L EETES

A non-means tested benefit for people over state retirement age to help with extra
costs incurred because of a severe illness or disability. You could get as much as
£110.40 per week. Andrea can help you to claim if you think you might qualify.

Benefits guidance

You may be entitled to Pension Credit if your weekly income is below £218.15 if you
are single or £332.95 if you are a couple. You must both be over state pension age if
you live as a couple.

Tablet training group

Tablet training group

If you would like to learn how to use emails, the internet or book medical
appointments then why not drop in to the free sessions on Wednesday mornings at
the Community Centre, Brook End, between 10am and 12 noon. We can also help you
learn how to use your new smart phone or tablet. Refreshments provided. Please get
in touch for further details or just pop in.

Are you new to the community?

If you are looking for groups and activities to get involved in, but not sure what's
available then contact Andrea who can help you find something you may be
interested in. Or why not come down to the Community Café, every Thursday
morning between 10am and 12 noon, at the Community Centre, Brook End. Andrea
and the team will be there to welcome you with refreshments and a friendly chat. Tel Andrea mobile: 07590 359 630

Blue Disabled Badges

If you have a disability or illness which limits your walking ability then you may be i ) )
entitled to apply for a Blue Badge to enable you to park in a disabled bay. You don’t Kl.ndly funded by Potton Consolldated_Charlty
need to be a car owner or driver; the badge is valid in any vehicle as long as you are with support from Potton Town Council.

a passenger.

If you have any issues you need advice or support
with, please contact Andrea in confidence.

(working Weds & Thurs only)
or email: andream@bedsrcc.org.uk
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Fundraiser Coffee Morning

Potton Youth Council will be holding a fundraiser coffee morning in the
Community Centre on Saturday 16th May 2026 from 9.30am.
We will be selling tea, coffee, and cakes, with gluten free options available.

We are fundraising for East Anglian Air Ambulance. Come in for a chat and a drink!

What’s it like being a
New Youth Councillor?

Stephanie joined Potton Youth
Council in October 2025 and says...

‘| chose to join the youth council as | am committed to
making Potton a community where younger and older
generations are connected and represented. | believe
meaningful progress is achieved when generations listen
and work with one another to build an equal future.

In my free time, | enjoy learning languages, practising
yoga, and reading novels. | also write short stories and
research for essays, as | value the opportunities they
give me to think critically and express my ideas clearly.

New Youth Councillor, Stephanie

Vacancies for Potton Youth Councillors

We believe that young people are the future of our communities and we feel it is
important that we as a town council invest in them. Potton Town Council supports
Potton Youth Council in achieving the following objectives:

¢ To develop a culture of participation in the democratic process and to develop an
awareness of citizenship.

« Be empowered to take decisions and actions to improve the community they live in.
¢ Form partnerships with local and national organisations.

¢ Promote respect for each other and the community.

¢ Encourage all young people to have a voice and believe their views are valued.

If you would like to be a part

of this exciting adventure
you must fulfil the following

If you can satisfy all of the criteria and are
interested, please complete the application form
S along with the parent/guardian consent form,
criteria: which you can download from:
» Potton resident and/or www.pottontowncouncil.gov.uk/vacancies
attend a school and/or Please send the completed form to:
organisation in Potton. Mrs Claire Massey, Deputy Town Clerk, Potton
* School Year 5-13. Town Council, The Community Centre, Brook End,
¢ Have consent from a Potton, Bedfordshire SG19 2QS
parent or guardian.

or email to: enquiries@pottontowncouncil.gov.uk

¢ Commit to attending
meetings.
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We look forward to hearing from you!
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