The Insects of Potton Will George, August 2026

Potton plays host to a remarkable diversity of insects, from the familiar butterflies and
dragonflies, to a myriad of moths, beetles, flies and bugs. In total, more than 2,000 species of
insect have been recorded in the Parish with new ones being found every year. A summary of
this astonishing variety of creatures is given below. Where a common name for a species exists,
it has been used, butin some cases, the species referred to do not have any common name in
English, and so are referred to by their scientific name.

Insects — Butterflies

34 species of butterfly have been recorded in the parish. These include familiar garden species
such as Red Admiral and Peacock, and the Large and Small White which are the bane of many a
gardener. A third species of white, the Green-veined White, feeds primarily on wild species of
crucifer, and is also a common garden sighting. Holly Blues are also common around both Holly
and stands of lvy, whilst the previously abundant Small Tortoiseshell is now a rather more
infrequently encountered species.

Potton Wood plays host to a range of specialist
woodland species including the large and bright
orange Silver-washed Fritillary, which may wander
on occasion to other areas of the parish. The large
and spectacular Purple Emperor and White
Admiral are very infrequent sightings from Potton
Wood, any sighting of either is of great value.

Both Purple and White-letter Hairstreaks are found
: : in Potton Wood, and also along Cartagena

Sl A e VIR U™ bridleway, a county wildlife site designated for the
Silver-washed Fritillaries are a large and impressive presence of these small and unobtrusive

woodland species butterflies. This leaflet provides further details of
the site and its butterflies. Purple Hairstreaks also occur more widely across the parish, but
their habit of remaining in the canopy of oaks obscures their presence.

Grassland areas, especially those in Pegnut Wood and to the north of Potton, play host to the
checkerboard marked Marbled White, and tiny orange Small and Essex Skippers, alongside their
larger relative the Large Skipper. Meadow Browns, Gatekeepers and Ringlets can be abundant
through the Summer, often wandering into parks and gardens. Common Blue and Brown Argus
are also common alongside Small Heath and Small Copper.


https://pottontowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Potton-Butterfly-Walk_guided-leaflet.pdf

Speckled Woods are common in wooded areas, as are two heralds of spring, the Brimstone and
Orange-tip, whilst the ragged-winged Comma 7/ \ od
may be found in both wooded areas and in

gardens. Two migratory species, the Painted

Lady and Clouded Yellow occur in the parish in

variable numbers each year, with the former by

far the more common species. v ' °

A recent addition to the parish fauna is the Large
Tortoiseshell, a species which went extinct in
the UK in the 1960s, but which has recently seen
a spate of sightings, including one in Potton
Wood on 13" April 2024. It remains to be seen

whether this is the prelude to recolonisation, or 4
. The Brimstone is a familiar herald of spring
a single chance record.

That is also true for the Long-tailed Blue, a Mediterranean species which was unexpectedly
recorded in a Potton garden in the summer of 2024. This is a species which is increasingly
frequently being recorded in southern Britain, and may become a common and widespread
speciesintime.

Sadly, two previously widespread species are no longer found in Potton. The Wood White, is, as
the name suggests, a woodland specialist, last recorded in Potton Wood in 1985, whilst the Wall
Brown is a more generalist species, but following a long decline, was last recorded in 1999. A
third species, the Chalk Hill Blue, was only ever recorded in the parish twice, both likely
wanderers from elsewhere.

Insects — Moths

Over 900 species of moth have been recorded in Potton, making this the most diverse group of
insects in the parish. Afull species by species account is beyond the scope of this report, but a
summary of notable species and families is given below.

Perhaps the most notable of Potton’s moth is the White-spotted Pinion, a species which
suffered a severe population decline in the wake of Dutch Elm disease reducing the availability
of the elms which are the larval food plant, but which has regularly been recorded around
Potton, although not since 2022.

Another notable species, and one that seems to be increasing in the parish, is the beautiful
Horehound Longhorn, one of the ‘micro-moths’ which make up around half of Potton’s moths.
Whilst these are often smaller species, they can be beautifully patterned, as in the case of the
iridescent bronze and purple Horehound Longhorn, which combines its striking colouration with
astonishingly long antennae. It is one of a number of longhorn moths found in the parish, with
other frequently sighted species including the Green Longhorn, which forms fairy-like



gatherings of males around freshly leafed trees in spring, and the diminutive Speedwell
Longhorn, which can be found around stands of Germander Speedwell in June and July.
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Horehound Longhorn male, showing the Green Longhorn males displaying over fresh hawthorn leaves
extremely long antennae of this species

Whilst many species of moth are nocturnal, and so only likely to be encountered through the
use of moth traps, there are also a host of species, like the longhorn moths, which are day-
flying. A spectacular example is the Jersey Tiger, a large, yellow and black striped species, with
bright red underwings, which is an increasingly common sight across the parish, whilst the
Hummingbird Hawk-moth is a familiar sight hovering at Red Valerian or Buddleias.

The latter is one of ten species of hawk-moth recorded in the parish, but the only one likely to be
encountered during the day. Spectacular species such as the pink and yellow Elephant Hawk-
moth, or the impressively large Privet Hawk-moth, are common in Potton, but only likely to be
seen by those running a moth trap, although another spectacular and large species, the rare
migrant Convolvulus Hawk-moth, has a habit of settling on washing left out over-night!

Many other beautiful species, with colours to rival any butterfly, occur in Potton, but go largely
unobserved. These include the pink-spotted Peach Blossom, the green and black tapestry of
the Merveille-du-jour, and the astonishingly marked Buff-tip, which mimics a broken-off birch
twig.



The remarkably stick-like Buff-tip Merveille-du-jour showing the intricately [cihen-
like pattern

A final group of moths worthy of mention are the clearwings, which, as their name suggests,
have transparent wings, and which can look more like wasps than moths. This is never truer
than for the Hornet Clearwing, whose larvae develop in Poplar wood, and which is a fairly
common sighting around Pegnut Wood. A further seven species of these remarkable day-flying
moths have been recorded in Potton, including the Raspberry and Currant Clearwings, which
lucky observers may find resting on their foodplants early in the morning.

Insects — Beetles

Over 400 species of beetle have been recorded in
the parish, making this the second most diverse
group behind the moths. Perhaps the most
familiar of these species is the ubiquitous 7-spot
Ladybird, one of 29 species of ladybird to occurin
Potton. These include common garden species
such as the 2-spot and 10-spot Ladybirds, as well
as the non-native Harlequin Ladybird, which can
invade houses in large numbers in the Autumn as
they look for a site to over-winter. Other common
species are the Pine, Cream-spot and Orange
Ladybirds, all associated with trees, and the

grassland dwelling 16-spot, 22-spot and 24-spot
Ladybirds. The Orange Ladybird is a common species
around Potton

Whilst the last three species are small insects,

they are positive giants compared to the ‘inconspicuous’ ladybird’ which can be as small as
1.2mm in length in the case of the Dot and Horseshoe ladybirds. Unsurprisingly, these
diminutive insects are not often recorded, but several species, including the lvy and Meadow
Ladybirds, are probably common and widespread in suitable habitats.

More readily noticed are the chafers, large and often abundant beetles, several species of which
are common in Potton. On late Spring evenings, Cockchafers may announce their presence by
buzzing noisily around outside lights or lit windows, and later in the year the smaller Summer
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Cockchafers are large and noisy insects, but rather

endearing when seen close-up

Chafer may do the same. The metallic green and
brown Garden Chafer feeds as a larva on the
roots of various grasses, and emerges en-masse
in the late spring to bedeck garden shrubbery.

Also appearing in the late spring are the two
species of cardinal beetle, both resplendent in
scarlet garb. The Red-headed Cardinalis the
commoner of the two, often found resting on low
vegetation alongside paths through woods,
whilst the Black-headed Cardinal is somewhat
scarcer, but still a regular sighting.

The cardinal beetles are strong contenders for the most colourful of Potton’s beetles, but find a
strong assembly of rivals in the form of the 20 species of longhorn beetle found in the parish.
These all possess long, and sometimes extravagantly long, antennae, with the tongue-twisting
Golden-bloomed Grey Longhorn perhaps the best endowed species of all, with spectacular
blue and black checked antennae longer than their bodies. Other commonly sighted species
include the yellow and black pattern Spotted Longhorn, the beautifully marked Rufous-
shouldered Longhorn and the Wasp Beetle, a remarkable mimic of social wasps. Longhorns can
be elusive, but checking umbellifer flowerheads in the summer may reveal a number of species.

Three examples of Potton’s longhorn beetles, from left to right: Wasp Beetle, Spotted Longhorn and Rufous-
shouldered Longhorn

A notable and unusual species of beetle found in the parish is only likely to be encountered at
night during the summer months in the depths of Potton Wood, where it gives away its presence
with a greenish glow. It is only female Glow-worms which produce this light, which they use to
attract the more mobile males. Diligent searchers may also come across the snail-hunting
larvae, which take three years to reach maturity.

Last, but by no means least, over 100 species of weevil have been recorded in Potton. Whilst
many of these are small and unobtrusive species, they also include the larger and distinctively
patterned Cramp-ball Fungus Weevil, which feeds on King Alfred’s Cakes, and its rarer relative
Platystomos albinus, distinguished by the ‘smily-face’ pattern on its abdomen. Any close



inspection of nettles from spring onwards will reveal the emerald clad Phyllobius species, with
the very similar Polydrusus species common on trees and shrubs. Oak trees may play host to
several of the Curculio species, with their elephant-trunk like mouthparts, as well as the bright
red Oak Leaf-roller, which, like the even more brightly patterned Hazel Leaf-roller, rolls leaves
into little pot like containers in which their larvae then develop.

Insects - Flies

Around 300 species of fly have been recorded in the
parish, making this one of the less well recorded
groups of insects, but which still includes an array of
attractive and interesting species. Perhaps the most
familiar of these are the hoverflies, with species such
as the Marmalade Hoverfly and the Batman Hoverfly
familiar garden sights, the latter named after the bat
like markings on the thorax.

Easily the rarest of the parish’s hoverflies is the
spectacular Golden Hoverfly, a large and beautiful
species which feeds from flowering ivy in the Autumn, /
but which is only recorded from a handful of sites a/ /
nationally each year. It has been recorded on the ivy The Batman Hoverfly showing its distinctively
along Church Causeway, but could conceivably turn ~ marked thorax.

up anywhere where abundant ivy is allowed to flower.
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‘ Other large and distinctive species include all five of the
Volucella species, with the Hornet Hoverfly being the
largest of Britain’s hoverflies, and a common sight around
Potton in the Summer, especially around flowering
buddleias. It may be joined there by the slightly smaller,
but similar looking Volucella inanis, as well as the black-
and-white Great Pied Hoverfly. Volucella inflata is a
nationally scarce species most likely to be found in Potton
Wood, whilst the bumblebee mimicking Volucella
bombylans may be found throughout the parish, generally
earlier in the year than the other species.

Hornet Hoverfly, an excellent mimic A familiar spring species often seen alongside early flying
hoverfly species is the Greater Bee-fly, a curious looking insect which combines a round fluffy
body with a long proboscis which it uses to feed from flowers such as Forget-me-nots and
Grape Hyacinths whilst hovering in front of them. Their rather cute appearance is in contrast to
their somewhat unsavoury life history where females flick their eggs into the burrows of solitary

bees, where they hatch and consume the supplies intended for the bee larvae.

Another interesting family of flies with a number of commonly encountered species is the
robberflies, named for their hunting technique of flying out from a perch to way-lay an
unsuspecting insect, before returning to consume it. Both the Kite-tailed Robberfly and
Common Awl Robberfly are very common species likely to be found across the parish, whilst
the nationally scarce Golden-haired Robberfly is a speciality of Potton Wood. Grassland areas



will often hold good numbers of the Striped Slender Robberfly, an example of convergent
evolution where a fly has evolved a body shape remarkably similar to that of a damselfly.
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The fluffy Greater Bee-fly (left) and the rather more intimidating looking Kite-tailed Robberfly (right)

Insects — Bugs

The term bug is one that frequently leads to confusion, as it may be used to refer to any insect
like creature or more specifically to the species within the order Hemiptera which possess a
piercing mouth-part known as a rostrum. It is the latter definition which is used here,
encompassing both the ‘true’ bugs including Shieldbugs, Water Boatmen and Plantbugs, as well
as Leafhoppers, Froghoppers, Aphids and an array of other less familiar groups such as jumping
plant lice and lacehoppers.

By far the most commonly encountered of these species
are the Shieldbugs, with species such as the Green
Shieldbug, Hairy Shieldbug and Forest Bug extremely
common across Potton. Perhaps less familiar, but still
common is the jewel like Woundwort Shieldbug, as is the
more sombre looking Forget-me-not Shieldbug, both
usually found in association with their host plants.

A recent addition to Potton’s species is the Mottled
Shieldbug, a species originating from the Mediterranean Forest Bug, a very common Potton
which colonised Britain in 2010, and is now well established SPecies

around Potton, and most likely to be encountered when it enters houses to hibernate for the
winter. This is also true of Potton’s largest bug, the Western Conifer Seed Bug, a native of North
America which is now very common in the UK, easily recognised by its large size and
distinctively flared hind legs.

Less well-known than the shieldbugs, but far more diverse, are the plantbugs, a large family of
species, which as their name suggests, generally feed on plants. They include a number of
beautifully patterned species, several of which are common in Potton. The Fine Streaked Bugkin
and Striped Oak Bug are both common on Oak in late spring, Grypocoris stysi abundant on
nettles and the lengthily named Dryophilocoris flavoquadrimaculatus on a range of garden
plants, all strikingly marked in combinations of black, yellow and orange.



Two of Potton’s more striking plant bugs, the Fine Streaked Bugkin and Grypocoris stysi

Even more striking is a very recent addition to Potton’s bug species, the Firebug, recently found
under Mallow plants along Old Bedford Road, and easily recognised by its bright red and black
markings. It is perhaps only confusable with the equally brightly marked Cinnamon Bug, a
common species in the parish, but the two are quite different in overall appearance.

Another striking red-and-black species is the straightforwardly named Red-and-black
Froghopper, a fairly common species in grassland areas, and perhaps the most commonly
encountered of the ‘hoppers’. Many species of leafhopper occur in Potton, but being both small
and rarely found without dedicated searching, they frequently go unnoticed. This is a shame, as
species such as Typhlocyba quercus and Alebra albostriella are amongst Britain’s most
beautifully patterned species, whilst the large Eared Leafhopper possesses a fine pair of ‘bunny
ears’ on its thorax.

The distincitvely endowed Eared Leafhopper and the colourful Red-and-black Froghopper

Potton also plays host to a range of aquatic bug species, with a number of water boatmen and
backswimmers present on Potton brook, but these are an under-recorded and poorly known set
of species in the parish. Similarly, whilst aphids may be all too familiar to the parish’s gardeners,
these are a very poorly recorded group, with only a handful of species out of the hundreds to be
found in Britain having been identified in Potton.



Insects - Dragonflies & Damselflies

23 species of Dragonflies and Damselflies have been recorded in the parish, with a number of
recent colonists, and more species likely to appear in the coming years.

Any ponds in Potton are likely to attract the common damselfly
species, with Large Red, Common Blue, Blue-tailed and Azure
Damselflies familiar sights across the parish. Several species of
dragonfly are also widespread, and will happily wander some
distance from water. The most common of these is the Common
Darter, although care should be taken not to overlook the very
similar Ruddy Darter, best separated by its all black legs. Both of
these species may be found from mid-Summer all the way through
to the first frosts in November.

Emerging somewhat earlier in the year, the Black-tailed Skimmer is
a common species from May through to August, with the black-
tipped blue males and ladder-backed yellow females a common
sight resting on bare ground near to areas of water, although care
should be taken not to confuse them with the increasingly common
Scarce Chaser.

Azure Damselfly, a very
common species

An impressive sight is the Emperor Dragonfly, Britain’s largest species, and a common one in the
parish. It may be joined in mid-Summer by the similarly coloured, but smaller, Southern and
Migrant Hawkers, the latter of which sometimes occur in large numbers, hawking for insects
over farmland and other open habitats. The Brown Hawker is a large and generally solitary
species, often seen flying at speed along woodland edges, recognised by its golden-brown
wings.
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The two common hawker species found around Potton, the Southern Hawker (left) and Migrant Hawker (right)

Earlier in the year, the ‘chasers’ are the first of the common dragonfly species to appear, with the
Broad-bodied Chaser and Four-spotted Chaser fairly common, but more tied to water than the
later emerging Hawkers. In recent years, they have been joined by the Scarce Chaser, a species
whose increase in abundance and distribution in the last 20 years threatens to make a mockery
of its name.



A similar situation threatens to arise for the Norfolk Hawker, a formerly very rare species
confined to the Norfolk Broads, but which has also recently expanded its range, with several
sightings in the parish since 2024, and which is likely to become an increasingly familiar sight.
That is already the case for two other recent colonists, the Willow Emerald damselfly, a late
Summer species with distinctive white wing-spots and the Red-eyed Damselfly, now a common
sight on lily pads. The Small Red-eyed Damselfly, a very similar looking species, was first
recorded in the parish in 2024, and may also become established.

The newest addition to the parish’s dragonflies is the Lesser Emperor, a similar looking species
to the familiar Emperor, which has been spreading northwards in recent years. A single
individual was recorded at Myer’s Reservoir in the summer of 2026.

The last few species to be found in the parish are almost always found in the vicinity of Potton
Brook. The shimmering, iridescent Banded Demoiselle is a common sight along the brook,
although susceptible to pollution and so reduced in numbers in recent years. The similar
looking Beautiful Demoiselle is a very rare vagrant to the parish at present, but has been
expanding its range eastwards. Finally, the Hairy Dragonfly is a fairly infrequently recorded
species, but is still often the first of the hawker type dragonfly species to be seen each year,
most commonly somewhere along Potton Brook.
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Male and female Banded Demoiselles, a common species around Potton Brook

Insects — Bees, Wasps, Ants & Sawflies

Around two hundred species of bees, wasps and ants have been recorded in Potton, united in
their possession of a sting. Perhaps the most familiar of these are the bumblebees, with Potton
home to the traditional ‘big six’ species of Buff-tailed, White-tailed, Red-tailed, Early, Small
Garden and Common Carder Bumblebees. All of these, along with the more recent arrival, the
Tree Bumblebee are common throughout the parish, visiting gardens and other flower-rich
areas to collect pollen and nectar in the traditional hard-working bee fashion. In contrast, the
Vestal Cuckoo Bee, despite looking very similar to other black and yellow striped species,
collects no pollen or nectar for its offspring, instead taking over nests of Buff-tailed Bumblebees
and using their workers to rear its offspring. A final species, the scarce Large Garden
Bumblebee, has a recent record in the parish, and should be looked out for, especially in flower-
rich grasslands.
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Early flowerigplnts such as Red Deadnettle and Sallow are crucial for bumblebee; such as the Small G‘\arden
Bumblebee (left) and Red-tailed Bumblebee (right)

Alongside the bumblebees, more than 50 species of solitary bee can be found in the parish.
Early in the year, the high-pitched buzzing of the Hairy-footed Flower Bee is a harbinger of
spring, as these small bumblebee-like bees zip frenetically from flower to flower, often
disturbing spring emerging mining bees such as the Orange-tailed and Gwynne’s Mining Bee,
both of which are very common garden visitors. In contrast, the Scarce Black Mining Bee, which
emerges later in the year, is a nationally rare, although increasing species, seen regularly in the
parish since a first record in 2022.

Gardeners may be familiar with the leaf-cutter bees
which snip remarkably neat semi-circles out of
leaves to create nest cells for their larvae. The
commonest of these are the Patchwork and Brown-
footed Leafcutter Bees, which are both common
residents of bee hotels, where they are often joined
by Red and Blue Mason Bees, both notable
pollinators of fruit trees. A distinctive visitor to
gardens where Lamb’s Ear grows is the yellow and
black patterned Wool Carder Bee, whose females
shave the leaves of this hairy plant for nesting

material. A Wool Carder Bee on its favoured Lamb’s-ear

Many of these species have a counterpart ‘cuckoo’ species which will attempt to take over their
nests. Mining Bees nests are the target of a range of nomad bee species, whose red and yellow
markings and sparsely haired bodies make them easily confused with wasps, whilst leaf-cutter
bee cells may be pierced by the specially modified abdomen of a sharp-tailed bee, and the
Common Mourning Bee takes over Hairy-footed Flower Bee tunnels.

As well as these cuckoos, the parish’s bees have to be on the lookout for predatory wasp
species, with the specialist bee-hunting Ornate-tailed Digger Wasp a common species often
found digging its burrows on footpaths and other areas of compacted soils. The larger Bee-wolf
is a Honey-bee specialist, capable of carrying its prey substantial distances back to its burrows.
Other common solitary wasps in the parish include the caterpillar hunting Red-banded Sand
Wasp, the shieldbug specialist Astata boops and the prolific fly-catcher the Field Digger Wasp.
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Bee-wolves are attractively patterned, with distinctive ivory face markings
Preying on the parish’s spiders are an array of species in the family Pompilidae, the spider-
hunting wasps, although identification of these two species is notoriously difficult. That is also
the case for the hugely diverse parasitic wasps, which share a rather gruesome life-history of
laying eggs on or in an unfortunate host, which is then consumed by the wasp’s larvae. The
black-and-yellow marked Amblyteles armatorius, which preys on moth larvae, is perhaps the
commonest of the known species in the parish, whilst Potton Wood is home to the large and
nationally rare Eremotylus marginatus.

By far the most familiar of the parish’s wasps are the social species which are all too keen to join
in with picnics, with the Common Wasp and the similar looking German Wasp both common in
the parish. They are joined by the largest of Britain’s wasps, and one of our most spectacular
insects, the Hornet, which despite its imposing size is not aggressive and unlikely to sting unless
provoked.
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Amblyteles armatorius, a common species of parasitic wasp (left) andAthe large but gentle Horet (rightl)
In contrast to the all too well known social wasps, the sawflies are unfamiliar to many people.
These are wasp-like insects which have adapted their stings into saw-like ovipositors, which
they use to insert their eggs into plants. These then hatch into caterpillar like larvae, which often
feed communally, and are capable of stripping leaves from plants. Common species around
Potton include the Red-belted Cleaver, an early spring species which feeds on Cleavers, and the
enigmatically named Dimorphic Strider, a colourful species often seen on Hogweed flowers. In
total, more than 50 species have been recorded in Potton, with many more likely to be present.

The ants of the parish are poorly known, with only a few confirmed records of a small number of
species. The Small Black Ant is generally an unobtrusive species, but announces its presence
on warm summer days when new queens and males emerge on mass during ‘flying ant’ days.



Insects — Grasshoppers & Crickets

A very familiar group of insects, with every patch of grass in the parish likely to harbour at least a
few grasshoppers. The Meadow Grasshopper and Field Grasshopper are both extremely
common in the parish, joined in drier habitats by the Mottled Grasshopper and in damper areas

by the scarcer Lesser Marsh Grasshopper.

The larger bush crickets may be less familiar, but
include some of Potton’s most common species,
with both the Dark Bush-cricket and Speckled
Bush-cricket widespread across the parish.
Wooded areas play host to both the Oak Bush-
cricket and Southern Oak Bush-cricket, both of
which frequently enter lit houses at night. Grassy
areas are likely to play host to both Roesel’s
Bush-cricket and Long-winged Coneheads, both
species which have dramatically increased their
formerly southern range over the previous
decades.
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Seen close—up the thousands of tiny blac marks of a
Speckled Bush-cricket are clear.

Less likely to be noticed are the parish’s two species of groundhopper, tiny, grasshopper-like
insects found around patches of bare ground. Both the Common and Slender Groundhoppers
are likely to be common in the parish but are rarely recorded.

Insects - Remaining small orders (Caddisflies, Snakeflies, Scorpionflies, Lacewings etc.)

A number of further species of insect occur in Potton, belonging to a mix of smaller families.
Familiar examples include the Mayflies and Caddisflies found around ponds and streams, and
green lacewings with their remarkable bronze-shining eyes. More unusual looking species
include three species of snakefly, tree canopy dwelling insects whose elongated heads and
thoraxes gives them a passing resemblance to a snake, and two of Scorpionfly, whose males
possess bizarrely scorpion-like tails, but possess no venom.

A male scorpionfly showing its remarkable tail, and Xanthostigma xanthostigma, one of three species of snakefly

found in Potton



